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Sforno — Rabbi R. Pelcovitz

I

2. 31 779 w0 o i — If a woman caused fructification of seed and gives
birth to a male. (Our Sages) have said, ‘If a woman emits seed First she bears a male’
(Niddah 31a). This means that the seed of the woman, which is the liguid emitted
by her at times during intercourse, plays no role in the formation of the male fetus
at all: rather her {uterine) blood is worked upon and jells in the seed of the male.
When (however) her liquid seed enters her jelled blood, there is an excess of liquid
{s==d) and the child will be female.

anvpT e — As the days of the niddes (impurity) of the sickness. Because in the
initial seven days, the niddah blood, which has not yet degenerated nor lost its form
of tumah,is stimulated.

3. ‘z‘.?-at TRWD 0PI — And on the eighth day there shall be circumcised. For then
the unclean niddah blood from which the child received his nourishment in the
womb of his mother, has Been consumed (lit, digested), and the child is now
(sufficiently) pure to enter the holy covenant.

NOTES

XII

2. A3 e yun 2 e — If a woman
caused fructification of seed and gives birth to
a male. The saying of our Sages, quoted by the
Sforno, is bazed upon their interpretation of
this verse. If a woman emits seed (ym) first,
then the result will be that she will give birth
to a male child (31 77 The Sjorms, whe
was a doctor, explains the reason for this 2=
follows: at the time of ovulation, the woman
releases her seed which loses 2 degree of
potency as it jells in the seed of the male, being
more dominant since it is released later than
hers. However, if she ovulates after the male
has emitted his seed, her liquid seed =
dominant and will result in the conception of a
female.

Recent medical research has established that
the acid in the vaginal canal can destroy the
male Y chromosome, resulting in the male X
chromosome impregnating the egg whereby
the offspring will be a female. However, at the
time of ovulation, the alkaline which i=
secreted by the female neutralizes the acid,
thereby permitting the Y chromesome to come
into play and impregnate the woman, result-
ing in a male offspring. This bears out the
statement of our Sages that if the woman
emits her seed first (ie., ovulates and thereby
ejects alkaline), the chances of a male child
being conceived are far greater [1 am indebted

to Dr. Ered Rosner and Rabbi David Cohen for
their assistance in the preparation of this note.]

A nm w3 — As the days of the niddos
{impurity) of the sickmess. The Sforno ex-
phains the reason for the ceven-day period of
impurity. Being that the impure blood is still
visble, the woman remains femei This also
expiamms the reason for the twvofcld expression
oo, and she shall be i on Smpure condition,
and x00n which hes the ame meaning and i
of these two expressions is: she is in 2n impure
state [ixog)) for seven days becanse her blood
has as yet not been purified, and therefore
»pon — she remains in an impure state since
her condition has not changed.

3. Yy vy Orad — And on the eighth day
there shall be circumcised. The Sforno ex-
plains why the Torah finds it necessary to
mention bris milah, the covenant of circumei-
sion, in this parashah which deals with the
situal laws pertaining to the woman, not the
childt His answer is that the nature of the
mother’s blood, which is the subject of this
chaper, also has an effect upon the status and
readiness of the child. Only after the impure
blood from which the child received his
nourishment in the womb has been eliminated
is he fit to enter the holy covenant of
circumcision.




